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Ex-inmate 
settles suit 
with Placer 
alleging 
jail abuse 


m A $100,000 payment ends 
one case, while another suit 
claims deputies beat an 
Auburn prisoner last year. 


BY SAM STANTON 
sstanton@sacbee.com 


Placer County officials have 
agreed to settle a jail abuse 
lawsuit by paying $100,000 
to a former inmate, while yet 
another lawsuit has been filed 
alleging that deputies beat a 
prisoner in the Auburn jail 
last year. 

The developments come as 
Placer County continues to 
grapple with the fallout from 
a scandal revealed last May 
by Sheriff Devon Bell, who 
announced the arrests of 
three Auburn jail employees 
on charges of excessive force 
against inmates and falsifying 
evidence. 

Charges against the three 
are pending, and they remain 
suspended from the depart- 
ment. 

The allegations have 
spawned a series of at least 
seven federal civil rights law- 
suits, including one that is in 
the process of being settled 
for a $100,000 payment with 
no admission of wrongdoing 
by the county. 

That suit was filed Sept. 4 
on behalf of Derek Conner, 
who claimed he was beaten 
and had his testicles groped 
by one of the three officers 
now facing criminal charges. 

Conner’s lawsuit alleged 
that Officer Jeffrey Villanueva 
instigated an “unprovoked 
attack” on him on Sept. 6, 
2015, when the officer awak- 
ened Conner in his cell. 
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LOCAL 


SHELTER WORRIES 
NEIGHBORHOOD 


Residents fear housing 
200 homeless in a 
converted warehouse will 
have negative impact on 
North Sacramento. 1B 


WORLD 


N. KOREA MISSILE 
LANDS OFF JAPAN 


The move, possibly the 
longest range test yet, 
ends 10-week pause and 
will heighten tensions 


Hearing told that Capitol’s 
sex abusers include rapists 
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Lawmakers’ investigation told that ‘whisper network’ 


> 
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Jennifer Kwart, left, a legislative staff member, and Pamela Lopez, a partner in K Street consulting, testify Tuesday during the Legislature’s first 


public hearing on allegations of sexual harassment at the California Capitol. “Women have an instinctive desire to hide what has happened to 
us. It’s because we recognize that if anyone finds out something has happened to us, our own careers may be in danger,” Lopez said. 


replaced formal complaints amid fears of retaliation 


BY ALEXEI KOSEFF 
AND AMY CHANCE 


akoseff@sacbee.com 


lobbyist who says a 
sitting lawmaker 
trapped her in a bath- 
room and masturbated 

in front of her told legislators 
Tuesday that she has not yet 
named the perpetrator because 
she fears retaliation that could 
hurt her ability to make a living. 
Pamela Lopez, a partner in K 
Street consulting, told an As- 
sembly subcommittee investi- 
gating sexual harassment at the 
Capitol that she has long experi- 
enced sexual harassment and 


even assault in her time working 


in politics. 

“I can stand here and tell you 
as a 35-year-old woman what 
it’s like to experience sexual 
assault at the hands of a pow- 
erful colleague who in this in- 
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Assemblyman Raul Bocanegra, D-Los Angeles, resigned Monday from 


RICH PEDRONCELLI AP 


the Assembly following allegations he sexually harassed a colleague. 


stance happened to be a law- 
maker,” she said. “I can also tell 
you stories about 23-year-old 
me and 26-year-old me and 


even younger me when I was 

volunteering on campaigns.” 
In a business that relies on 

relationships, she said she wor- 


RANDY PENCH rpench@sacbee.com 


ries that naming names would 
damage her ability to connect in 
the Capitol. “I know that people 
will whisper behind my back. I 
know that people will snicker at 
me as I walk by.” 

“Women have an instinctive 
desire to hide what has hap- 
pened to us. It’s because we 
recognize that if anyone finds 
out something has happened to 
us, our own careers may be in 
danger.” 

Instead, a “whisper network” 
takes the place of formal report- 
ing about sexual assault and 
harassment said Christine Pelo- 
si, chair of the California Demo- 
cratic Party Women’s Caucus. 

“We have rapists in this build- 
ing. We have molesters among 
us.” she said. “There are per- 
petrators, enforcers and en- 
ablers in this building, and ... a 
lot of us know who they are. We 
find out through that whisper 
network. People do talk, they 
just don’t come forward.” 

Lopez has previously told 
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Senate panel backs tax plan, 
with floor vote due this week 


BY MIKE DEBONIS, 
ERICA WERNER 
AND DAMIAN PALETTA 


Washington Post 


WASHINGTON 

The Republican effort to 
rewrite the tax code surged 
forward Tuesday, as a Senate 
panel approved the measure 
and several wavering law- 
makers signaled they are lean- 
ing toward backing the bill. 

The Senate Budget Commit- 
tee voted 12-11 to send the $1.4 
trillion tax package to the Sen- 
ate floor for a vote later this 
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Democratic leaders back out of White 
House meeting over spending. MA 


doubt up until the votes were 
cast because two Republicans, 
Sens. Bob Corker of Tennessee 
and Ron Johnson of Wisconsin, 
had threatened to oppose it. 
But Corker said he had 
reached an agreement with 
GOP leaders to add a mecha- 
nism that would limit the tax 
plan’s impact on the debt, and 
Johnson said he would vote to 
back the bill in the committee 


“T was able to work out 
something that is fairly satis- 
fying to me,” Corker said. 

His support for the bill now 
appears far more certain, while 
Johnson’s stance remains in 
doubt. Johnson did not say his 
concerns about the tax package 
have been resolved, and he has 
a chilly relationship with Sen- 
ate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky. 

The budget committee vote 
came just minutes after Presi- 
dent Donald Trump met with 
Senate Republicans on Capitol 
Hill and offered numerous 


cal members. Importantly, he 
promised Sen. Susan Collins, 
R-Maine that he would support 
continuing federal subsidies to 
help lower-income Americans 
afford health coverage if the 
tax bill repealed part of the 
Affordable Care Act. 

He also told senators that he 
supported changing the bill ina 
way that would allow Amer- 
icans to deduct up to $10,000 
in their personal property tax- 
es. 
That concession could help 
win over other GOP members, 
though it could drive up the 
size of the tax package unless 
Republicans find ways to offset 
the lost revenue. 

Collins said she is “still 
working on a bunch of issues, 
but I’m encouraged by the 


with Washington. 7A week. That margin was in to keep the process moving. concessions to win over skepti- SEE TAX PLAN, 11A 
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